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P & H Elevator Preservation Society 

Summer  2014            Newsletter             Issue # 17 

Celebration Day 

Roast Pork Dinner 

September 28, 2014, 2-5 pm 

At the P & H Elevator 

Threshing demonstration using the “Little Giant“ & “The Beast“. 

Thanks to your support, the P & H Elevator Project has been able 

to make great strides in the last eighteen months. 

Everyone welcome & bring a friend 

to celebrate the advancements that we have been able to make. 

Dinner by Donation. RVSP would be helpful for catering purposes. 

Please call:  403-742-3470, 403-742-4703, 403-742-5847 

 

Stettler Steel Wheel Parade 
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THE  LITTLE  GIANT 

 

 

 

This machine was donated by the family of the Stan Reynolds estate. 

This hand-fed wooden threshing machine was manufactured about 1887, number 227 by Heebner & Sons, 

Landsdale Pennsylvania. 

It was originally powered by a horse treadmill.  

Dave McCourt became interested and the result after hundreds of hours of work is a beautifully accurate 

restoration of this artifact. 

To start with it was found that almost 95% of the wood had to be replaced. It was determined that the original 

wood was “Eastern Hard Maple“. Through Dave’s contacts he was able to source this same wood from the 

Eastern States for the restoration. 

Several other people helped with the restoration including Hugh McCourt for an impeccable job of welding 

cast iron parts and Mary Ann Bull for a fantastic paint job including the original floral decorations. 

To date we have only been able to find two other “Little Giants”on the internet, both in the U.S. However 

neither is in an operable state, so we believe we have the only operating “Little Giant”.  

The Beast 

 

 

 

We had been looking for a typical “Elevator Engine” for a number of years. Dave McCourt learned of such an 

engine on his brother’s farm (Norm & Donna McCourt). The result was the Frank Noyce family of Lloydminster 

generously donated a 1912, 10 Horsepower, International engine to us. It is believed that the engine was 

initially used in a grain elevator and later on the Noyce farm. 

 Along with the restoration of the Little Giant Dave McCourt took on the task of restoring this engine. The 

restoration was major (all parts were seized) and often a source of consternation which resulted in the name 

“The Beast”. Several other people helped with the restoration including Oliver Bull who restored the wagon. 

At this time Dave has “The Beast“ running well and we are using it to demonstrate an elevator engine and run 

the “Little Giant “. A Great Pair. 

Before 

Before Today 

Today 
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Home of the Little Giant 

As the Little Giant and The Beast were nearing their restorations it 

became apparent that we had a problem: where do we house these 

artifacts? It was about this time we received a wonderful offer, Metalex 

Metal Buildings Inc., Stettler would donate a metal building for these 

machines. They have constructed a first class building that is awaiting the 

overhead door. Overdoor, Red Deer has also helped us by giving us a 

favorable price on the door and they will install it soon.  

Also Gale Blumhagen and Gerd Liebe offered to place and finish the 

concrete for the floor. The floor looks great. We also had a generous financial donation from Ken McCourt 

which allowed us to cover most of the remaining costs. 

The result is a fantastic building that fills the need for storage and adds to the significance of the Elevator 

Complex. 

Residing and Painting the Elevator  

Our goals in restoration are to use 

good quality materials, replicate as 

closely as possible and perform good 

workmanship and by doing so we feel 

that several future generations will 

only have to carry out general 

maintenance. 

The residing and painting of the 

elevator is complete except for 

signage. As often is the case the job turned out to be longer and more complicated than anticipated. The 

preparation work carried out by the volunteers was extensive with the cleaning, replacement of foundation, 

wall replacement and general repairs. 

After the Elevator was repaired a special wrap (brought in from the U.S.) was put on. This wrap provides an air 

space between the Elevator wall and the cedar siding to prevent moisture problems. We choose cedar siding 

of the same size and shape as the original. However we used siding (vertical grain-clear, #1) that is several 

grades better than the original. The siding received 4 coats of primer and top quality paint. Stainless steel nails 

were used (to Prevent rusting) to attach the siding. 

Snack  Bar 

The snack bar has been operating well this summer and will be open on train days until October 18. We Thank 

the Ladies that have volunteered so faithfully. Stop by and try one of the renowned hot dogs, cookies, 

sundaes and other goodies. 
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Summer Student 

We were able to hire a summer student under the Canadian Summer Student program which is a cost sharing 

program. Our summer student was Maggie Mckenzie and she proved to be a real asset to our summer 

activities.  

High School Building Construction Class 

This spring we were fortunate to have Gord Goodrich and his School Class work on 

the south wall of the feedshed. They put up the vapor barrier, installed the false 

studs, the insulation and the exterior sheeting. This wall is now ready for the cedar 

siding. 

Looking  Forward 

As we look ahead there are a number of activities and projects that we wish to undertake. They include: 

 Continued fund raising efforts to pay back our $ 30,000  bank loan that we incurred to complete the re-

siding and painting of the Elevator.  

 Complete the insulating of the Feedshed. 

 Work on the heat and smoke detector system. 

 We hope to be able to start the heating system and washrooms in the Feedshed. This room is being used 

more and more (when warm enough). The latest group is a 4-H club. 

 

2015 Annual Membership 

Have you got your 2015 membership? 

Annual - $20,       Lifetime - $150 

 

Website www.StettlerGrainElevator.com 

Invite friends and family to check out our website. 

“Like us” on Facebook. 

E-Mail 

Anyone that would like to receive their Newsletter  

via e-mail, please send your e-mail address to  

stettlergrainelevator@gmail.com.  

      P & H Elevator Society 

   Box  1437, Stettler,  AB. T0C 2L0 

               Membership  2015 

Name:_____________________________ 

Address:___________________________ 

__________________________________ 

__________________________________ 

Postal Code:________________________ 

Telephone:_________________________ 

Email:_____________________________ 

http://www.stettlergrainelevator.com/
mailto:stettlergrainelevator@gmail.com
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Donors to the Stettler P&H Elevator Projects 

Jason Hushagen Stan & Gladys Nattestad Albert & Jean Bauer B. & D. Henry

Jim Chapman Jim Skow Frank Gorgans Fern Lindstrom

Karen Fischer John Lorenz Vern Dempsey Vic. & Joyce. Stuckey

Barry Haner Dean Lovell  Mary Barclay Malcolm & Sharon Fischer

Ron & Beth Borgal Mary Nixon  Harry Hewson C. Schulz

Brenda & Gord Smith Marlene Carlson Sherry Morrison Jack & Carolyn Schulze

Elpha & Ron Senft Kate Heptonstall Murray Griffiths A. Hanning

Vera Shuckburgh Barb Durkee Jack & Sandra Bosma Ruth Hunt

Eileen Anderson Davie Lovell Brenda & Gordon Smith Kenneth Smith

Dan & Marie Barnec Bonnie Quance Margaret Martin John  Cameron

Catherine Sanders  Bernie Jackson Margaret Sacuta David MacNaughton

Joan & Joe Baltimore Betty Gleave Tom & Bonnie McCrindle Art & Gale Vant Kruis

Dorothy McQuoid Linda Marcellus Terry & Gwen Stenberg Darrel & Dorothy Sutton

Allan Leinweber Carl Cornelsson Debbie & Vern Pooley Ray White

Dale & Millie Handyside Fred & Janie Von Krogh Noreen Woolsey John Ross

Jim & Nina Navratil Norma Rairdan Richard Richards Frank Hackler

Kathleen Kossowan Mildred & Hugh LeBlanc Leo Gitzel J.D. Johnson

Robert & Kathy Willis Connie Pearcy       Michael Shuckburgh Duncan & Marlene McNeill

J.D. Hanning Robert Holowenko Darren Snider M. & M. Penfound

Rob & Marg Grandfield Clive Spechko Colin & Marie Aldcorn Jim Long

Ken & Kathy Pivert Gary Wyleman Keith Thompson S.A. Gallard

Barbara & Larry Dawson Don & Carol Gillespie Joyce Sanford Jim Scheerschmidt

Clyde Rigsby Leslie & Ethel Howlett Larry Potter S. I. Smith

Carl & Grace Primus County Of Stettler M & G Keibel Linda Thorne

W. J. & M.K. Keith Judy Gish Charles & Jeanne Usher Leon Van Hecke

Walter Treherne Marjorie Binns R. J. Schwarzenberger Evelyn & Ray O'Hara

Dave & Evelyn McCourt Ron & Fern Joyce Jacquie Churchill Mann & Ruth Linnea

Norma Depledge James & Shirley Spencer Al Cassidy Bernice Brown

Cheryl  Elines Holly Aldcorn Colleen & Dan Wudell Victoria Chapter  Eastern Star

Kay Anderson Dave & Barb Goodwin Wm & Margo McPhail Larry Strandquist

Erskine Senior Centre Philip Holton Jim Potter Stott Family 

Fay Tennant Gregory Schroeder Sr. Carl & Joyce Wickstrom Shuman Family

Janet Whittaker Gerald & Jean Cole Graham H. Harle Rich Bell

Violet Peoples Albert Hawkins Dale & Shirley Cotton Gwen Airey

Oliver & Mary Ann Bull Wayne Nixon Kent Hoopfer D. & G. Seibel

Joan & Eugene Strandberg Susan & Mitch Mitchell Gale Blumhagen Sharon Jeffares

Barry Gitzel Don Bauman Gerd Liebe Kenny Gabriel

Ward Krejci Dale Anderson Mike Chapman Joyce Gordon

Rose Lincoln Dean Hewlett Doug Plett Bennett Anderson  

Ken & Sheelagh McCourt Dennis Soellner Justin Bull Mark A. Wright

Hugh & Connie McCourt Perry Heintz Brian Schwartz Betty Dick  
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Donors to the Stettler P&H Elevator Projects 

Bettie Noyce Lorisa & Clay Brower Leona Erickson Mel & Doreen Hiller

Jim & Darlene Noyce Jane Morrow Eileen Scheerschmidt Verla Haight

Doug & Wilda Noyce Peter & Annette Nooyen Chris Olsen Steven Matchett

Fran & Gabe Baksza Joan Grover Lee Stuckey Walter & Gayle Haustein

Linda & Eugene Smereka Wayne Holtz Don & Peggy Fix Gordon Nelson

Kathleen & Harvey Hauer Terry Landman Kate Sanders Nicholas Nibourg  

Gerald & Jean Cole Dugal & Joy Wood Paul Weber Henry Dahl

David McGoldrick Ross Bartel Viola Imrie Chris & Debbie Hobbs

Bob Schulze Art Costigan Grant Schmidt Mary Ann Nelson

Gendre Family Craig Hague Evelyn Shursen Linda Marcellus

Roy Klaus Donna & Les Langille Mary Roy Donna McKay

Mary I. Nixon Isabel Kerl Jim Larsson Bill & Lillian Kirtley

Bob Trautman Charlie Usher Herb Knowles Harvey Glasier

Dave Perrin Mike Robertson Dave Tudor Connie Peavey

Brandi Page John Smith Gord Goodrich

Color Shift Painting Heartland Glass ATCO Dean's Machine

Watson Welding Brennan  Auto Body Repair AltaGas Stettler Transit Mix

Brad Baltimore Agencies Ltd. Alberta Treasury Branch HydroDig  Stettler Panda Flowers

Superfluity Shop East Central Review Stettler Transit Mix Solution Corp.Inc.

Savage Drugs Red Deer Overdoor Stettler Rentals Wells Furniture

C.J. Enterprises Catering by Sarah Rally Rentals Woody's Automotive

Hulley's Hideaway Nitschke Vac Services  Diverse Signs One Better Hair Design

Wares Jewellers Stettler Flooring & Paint Alberta Prairie Railway Kathy's Printing Services

Stettler Independent Stettler Museum Metalex Metal Buildings Parrish & Heimbecker

Stettler GM Motors Stettler Board of Trade Bell Painting & Sandblasting Woodcraft by Dave

Chapman & Co. Advanced Computer Systems Custom Metal Works  Q 93.3  Radio

C. R. Glass Heartland Quilters Guild Hoopfer Construction

Canalta Hotels School Construction Classes  

All the above names were included in the Thank You Card published in the Stettler Independent Newspaper on 
Sept. 18, 2014. 
 

To everyone that has helped with our numerous activities and events 

THANK-YOU 

We apologize if we have missed anyone’s name. 


